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The Transfiguration of Jesus

The Transfiguration of Christ is one of the Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on August 6.

Jesus had gone with his disciples Peter, James, and John to Mount Tabor. Christ's appearance was changed
while they watched into a glorious radiant figure. There appeared Elijah and Moses, speaking with Jesus. The
disciples were amazed and terribly afraid.

This event shows forth the divinity of Christ, so that the disciples would understand after his Ascension that He
was truly the radiant splendor of the Father, and that his Passion was voluntary (Mark 9:2-9). It also shows the
possibility of our own theosis.

This event was the subject of some debates between Gregory Palamas and Barlaam of Calabria. Barlaam
believed that the light shining from Jesus was created light, while Gregory maintained the disciples were given
grace to perceive the uncreated light of God. This supported Gregory's larger argument that although we cannot
know God in His essence, we can know Him in his energies, as He reveals Himself.

Accounts of the Transfiguration are found in the Bible: Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-9, Luke 9:28-36, and II Peter
1:16-19.

Celebration of the feast

Like all feasts of the Master, the Transfiguration is a vigil-ranked feast, though in parish practice a full All-Night
Vigil is usually not celebrated. Typically, Great Vespers is conducted on the eve of the feast, and on the morning
of the feast, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom celebrated, traditionally preceded by the Matins
service.

The Vespers service includes the readings: Exodus 24:12-18, 33:11-23, 34:4-6, 8; I Kings 19:3-9, 11-13, 15-16.
The Matins service includes the reading: Luke 9:28-36. And the Divine Liturgy: II Peter 1:10-19; Matthew 17:1-9.

Continued…



It is believed that Christ's transfiguration took place at the time of the Jewish Festival of Booths, and that the celebration of
the event in the Christian Church became the New Testament fulfillment of the Old Testament feast. Presently it is
celebrated on the sixth of August, forty days before the feast, Elevation of the Holy Cross. Just as Peter, James, and John
saw the transfiguration before the crucifixion so that they might know who it is who will suffered for them, the Church
connects these two feasts to help the faithful understand the mission of Christ and that his suffering was voluntary.

The feast of the Transfiguration of Christ once belonged to the season of Great Lent but may have been considered too
joyous for that time. Saint Gregory Palamas, a great teacher of the Transfiguration, is now celebrated on one of the Sundays
of Lent instead.

Traditions

In Greece and Romania, the harvest season traditionally began on the Transfiguration. Grapes, in particular, were not eaten
before August 6. In some parishes, the first grapes would be brought to church for a blessing and distributed to
parishioners.

Hymns

Troparion (Tone 7)
You were Transfigured on the Mount, O Christ God,
Revealing Your glory to Your disciples as far as they could bear it.
Let Your everlasting Light shine upon us sinners!
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, glory to You!

Kontakion (Tone 7)
On the Mountain You were Transfigured, O Christ God,
And Your disciples beheld Your glory as far as they could see it;
So that when they would behold You crucified,
They would understand that Your suffering was voluntary,
And would proclaim to the world,
That You are truly the Radiance of the Father!

The Transfiguration of Jesus continued
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Forefeast Hymns

Troparion (Tone 4)
Come, you faithful, let us welcome the 
Transfiguration of Christ,
And let us joyfully cry as we celebrate the 
prefeast:
"The day of holy gladness has come;
The Lord has ascended Mount Tabor
To radiate the beauty of His divinity."

Kontakion (Tone 4)
Podoben: “Today You have shown forth...”
Today all mortal nature shines with the 
divine Transfiguration
And cries with exultation:
"Christ the Savior is transfigured to save us 
all!"
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE By Michael Zukiwsky

Слава Україні! Героям Слава! Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroes!
Слава Ісусу Христу! Слава навіки! Glory to Jesus Christ! His glory forever!

Dear Honorary Members, Members, Associate Members, and Friends,

Welcome to our Parish’s 9th edition of the regenerated OUTREACH – an edition for the months of July and 
August 2026! Another monthly edition gladly published! Amen! Previous editions of the monthly newsletter 
Outreach are viewable on the Parish website: https://uocc-standrew.ca/.

Pilgrimage to Constantinople – I understand that a presentation is being created about the pilgrimage led by His 
Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion to Constantinople. I spoke to His Eminence and indicated that our parish would like 
to see that presentation once it is prepared. One of the people who was on the pilgrimage will come to our parish 
at a suitable date and time to present the group’s expereinces. I’m thinking the presentation would most naturally 
occur after a Sunday Divine Liturgy in the Tillie Kurysh Hall as part of or following a fellowship. Please keep 
watching this space for an announcement.

When this presentation is made, I encourage your attendance! It would be a great way to see what experiences 
you could have on such a pilgrimage and whet your appetite about next year’s pilgrimage!

Another Exterior Cleanup Workbee – June 27 – The Cleanup that occurred on June 6 was successful 
considering the number of members that attended – thank you for the 4 of you that came out! However, to finish 
the work, another workbee is planned for Saturday, June 27 at 1pm. Tasks still to complete include picking up 
debris around the entire yard, sweeping the parking lots, installing fencing around the front flower garden, and 
more. See the separate article in this issue of the Outreach. Thank you in advance for your consideration.

The Cultural Hall is repainted! – For those of you who haven’t seen it, most portions of the Cultural Hall are 
repainted! Wall colors are changed resulting in a new look and brighter areas! Areas painted include the big hall 
in the basement, the hallway in front of the main washrooms, the main washrooms, the stairwell, and hallway in 
front of the classrooms. Hot water heater covers along the floor were repaired, too. Thank you to Evan Zukiwsky 
and Peter Melnychuk for determining and updating the scope of work and to Peter for being the project manager. 
It should be pointed out that the painter was very accommodating – agreeing not to paint during Easter week, 
allowing us and our renters to celebrate then without interruption. Thanks to all involved.

Please continue to pray for His Eminence Archbishop Ilarion of Winnipeg and the Central Eparchy, Metropolitan of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, for our parish priest Fr. Yuriy Suchevan, and for their families that God 
grant them well-being, strength, and wisdom so our UOCC and our Parish can flourish.

I thank Serhiy Yakovenko for translating this article into the Ukrainian language.

If you have any questions or suggestions regarding this edition or otherwise, please call me on my cell (780) 660-
0789 or email me at mjz@telus.net or call and leave a message on the Parish office (780) 469-1463 or send an 
email to info@uocc-standrew.ca.

Enjoy your summer!

Yours truly,

Michael Zukiwsky, Board President, St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor Parish
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President’s Message Continued

Слава Ісусу Христу! Слава навіки! Слава Україні! Героям Слава!

Шановні парафіяни та друзі,

Ласкаво просимо до 9-го випуску оновленого інформаційного бюлетеня нашої парафії «Outreach» – за
липень та серпень 2026 року! Ми з задоволенням публікуємо ще один щомісячний випуск! Амінь! 
Попередні випуски щомісячного інформаційного бюлетеня «Outreach» можна переглянути на вебсайті
парафії: https://uocc-standrew.ca/.

Паломництво до Константинополя – Я чув, що готується спеціальна презентація про паломництво до
Константинополя, яке очолював Його Високопреосвященство Митрополит Іларіон. Я розмовляв з Його
Високопреосвященством і зазначив, що наша парафія хотіла б побачити цю презентацію, щойно вона буде
підготовлена. Один із учасників паломництва приїде до нашої парафії у відповідний день і час, щоб
розповісти про свою подорож. Я думаю, що презентація, швидше за все, відбудеться після недільної
Божественної літургії в залі Тіллі Куриш як частина нашої спільної зустрічі за кавою або одразу після неї. 
Будь ласка, слідкуйте за оголошеннями.

Я закликаю вас відвідати цю презентацію! Це буде чудовою нагодою уявити, що можна очікувати від такого
паломництва, та розпалити свій апетит до паломництва наступного року!

Ще одне зовнішнє прибирання – 27 червня – Прибирання, яке відбулося 6 червня, пройшло успішно, 
попри недостатню кількість учасників – дякуємо вам чотирьом, хто прийшов! Однак, щоб завершити 
роботу, ще один суботник заплановано на 27 червня, на 13:00. Завдання, які ще потрібно виконати, 
включають: прибирання сміття по всьому подвір’ю, підмітання паркувальних майданчиків, встановлення 
огорожі навколо переднього квітника та багато іншого. Дивіться окрему статтю в цьому випуску бюлетеня. 
Заздалегідь дякуємо за вашу увагу.

Культурний зал перефарбовано! – Для тих, хто ще не бачив, більша частина Культурного залу 
перефарбована! Кольори стін змінено, і це надає приміщенню нового вигляду та робить його світлішим! 
Пофарбовано такі ділянки, як великий зал у підвалі, коридор перед головними туалетами, головні туалети, 
сходова клітка та коридор перед класами. Також було відремонтовано кришки водонагрівачів вздовж 
підлоги. Дякуємо Евану Жуківському та Петру Мельничуку за визначення та окреслення обсягу робіт, а 
також Петру за те, що він був керівником проєкту. Слід зазначити, що маляр був дуже поступливим –
погодився не фарбувати протягом Великоднього тижня, що дозволило нам та нашим орендарям святкувати 
тоді без перерви. Дякуємо всім, хто долучився.

Будь ласка, продовжуйте молитися за Його Високопреосвященство Архієпископа Вінніпезького та 
Центральної єпархії Іларіона, Митрополита Української Православної Церкви Канади, за нашого 
парафіяльного священика отця Юрія Сучевана та за їхні родини, щоб Бог дарував їм добробут, сили та 
мудрості, щоб наша УПЦК та наша парафія могли процвітати.

Дякую Сергію Яковенку за переклад цієї статті українською мовою.

Якщо у вас є якісь запитання чи пропозиції щодо цього видання чи чогось іншого, будь ласка, 
зателефонуйте мені на мобільний (780) 660-0789 або напишіть мені на адресу електронної пошти 
mjz@telus.net, або зателефонуйте та залиште повідомлення в парафіяльній канцелярії (780) 469-1463, або 
надішліть електронного листа на адресу info@uocc-standrew.ca.

Гарного літа!

З повагою,
Михайло Жуківський, Голова правління, Парафія Українського Православного Собору Святого Андрія



Deadline for Newsletter Submissions

The deadline for the September Outreach is August 16th. Please provide 
your submission by email to norine.murrell@uocc-standrew.ca

Do you have photos of recent events at our Parish? If so, please submit
them for consideration in the Outreach. Your input is valuable! Please email
them to: info@uocc-standrew.ca

Continuing the Parish Summertime Yard Cleanup

Thank you to those that came out on June 6 to complete a few of the cleanup task! However, a few more tasks 
remain. Consequently, your assistance is still required! Please come to the Parish to assist on

Saturday June 27, 2026, commencing at 1pm, weather permitting

The cleanup tasks still required to be completed include:

- Pick up debris around entire yard
- Sweeping up of gravel from the parking lot
- Install fencing around front flower garden
- Wash ground level main entrance door windows
- Prune branches around south parking lot lamps and along pathway
- Pick weeds in south window well and at gas meter
- Clear leaves from SE corner of South parking lot
- Garbage cans with gravel to be moved to locked storage at rear entrance

This list is smaller than it was last month but is still ambitious! Please bring tools to help make the afternoon 
most fruitful – pails, dust pans, push brooms, brooms, gas-powered blowers, fuel, tree trimmers, branch 
loppers, hand pruners, etc.

Keeping yourself safe is a necessity, too, so please also bring gloves, knee pads, coveralls, dust masks, 
drinking water, etc.

The cleanup will occur unless it is actively raining. Coffee and donuts will be provided!

Thank you in advance for your participation and assistance.

Yours truly, Parish Board of Management
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A Bit About the Order of St. Andrew Edmonton Chapter

Glory To Jesus Christ! May His Glory Be Forever! 

Dear Members, Associate Members, Honorary Members, and Friends;

At Hierarchical Divine Liturgies or funerals held in our Parish, you may have witnessed the presence of an
honour guard. One such honour guard is the Order of St. Andrew Edmonton Chapter. The Edmonton Chapter
is part of the national Order of St. Andrew, which has chapters located in several cities across Canada. The
Order was established in 1966 with Winnipeg being the first chapter and Edmonton being established in the
same year. The Edmonton Chapter has about 45 members, with lay and clergy members from the parishes in
Edmonton. The Order’s main objectives are to promote the growth of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada, to support St. Andrew’s College, and to promote and support youth, young adults, and adult spiritual
programs and activities in the Church and the community.

Members of St. Andrew’s Parish who are members of the Edmonton Chapter are Harry Karasiuk, Eugene
Luchka, Boris Luciw, Gordon Ostapchuk, Lesia Perritt, Bruce Prytuluk, Victor Pysyk, Ernest Skakun, Evan
Zukiwsky, and Michael Zukiwsky. They sponsored the Pancake Breakfast on Lazarus Saturday. On June 21,
Father’s Day, the members along with assistance of Dobr. Tetyana Suchevan, Svitlana Didenko, Alexandra
Drobotska, Svitlana Makarchuk, and Oksana Yablonskyi sponsored the fellowship luncheon.

To all of the above, I extend a thank you. Your help and support are greatly appreciated. As well, thanks to
Sonia Zinyk, Kathy Buchanan, and Marie Von Reitmeyer for their assistance. A special thank you to Dobr.
Tetyana and her team for preparing the desserts and to Vivian Skakun for preparing the other luncheon items.

Sincerely, 
Ernest N. Skakun, President, Order of St. Andrew Edmonton Chapter

A picture of our Parish's 
stained-glass window 

depicting St. Andrew
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СОЮЗ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Ladies Auxiliary (SAUOLA) Branch By Vivian Skakun  
 
Слава Ісус Христу! Слава навіки!

Dear Honorary Members, Members, Associate Members and Friends of the Parish,

On behalf of St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Ladies Auxiliary (SAUOLA), we wish all of you a great summer.
We are taking a break from our meetings and looking to enjoy some sunny summer weather.

St. Andrew’s Ladies Auxiliary Ukrainian Classes for Adults will continue with Leanna Buzak as Administrator.
Details for registration for September 2026 will be available on St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor Parish
Website (uocc-standrew.ca).

We will resume our monthly meetings in September which usually are every third Monday. Because the
Salmon Supper will be held on the third Monday in September, we will reschedule our meetings to a date to
be determined. For matters of an urgent nature for the months of July and August the Ladies Auxiliary
Executive can meet if necessary. We will continue to fulfill our responsibilities in our designated roles. All the
best to all of you!

Have a great summer!

Respectfully Submitted,
Vivian Skakun
President of SAUOLA 

Fellowship, 2025-2026

St. Andrew's Parish members host Fellowships every second Sunday following the Divine Liturgy service,
September to June. During the 2025-2026 year, 13 volunteer teams prepared and served a variety of tasty
lunches, providing a venue for the membership and guests to meet for conversation and camaraderie.

A heartfelt thank you and appreciation to all the ladies and gentlemen for their dedicated participation to
ensure our Fellowships are successful. A special thank you is extended to members of St. Andrew’s Parish
who are members of the Order of St. Andrew, Edmonton Chapter for volunteering to host two Fellowships
this spring.

There will be no Fellowships during July and August. See everyone again in September.

Submitted by
Sonia Zinyk
St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Ladies Auxiliary Fellowship Convener
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Whether you are just beginning your Ukrainian language journey or looking to 
continue building your skills, we offer classes for a variety of experience levels, from 
beginner to advanced conversation.

Our program is designed not only to support language learning, but also to 
strengthen connection to Ukrainian culture, heritage, and community. Over the 
years, it has become a welcoming place for learners of all backgrounds and stages 
of connection to the language.

ST ANDREW’S MENS CLUB By Ernest N. Skakun  

Слава Ісус Христу! Слава навіки! Glory To Jesus Christ! May His Glory Be Forever! 

Dear Members, Associate Members, Honorary Members, and Friends;

On behalf of St. Andrew’s Mens Club (SAMC) Board of Directors, I greet all of you, once again, with the hope
that you have been blessed with good health, joy, and peace.

Social Events. The barbeque held on June 15 was attended by 75 people. Appreciations are extended to the
Social Committee members, ladies who prepared the food, the barbequers, the cleaning committee, and all
the others who helped. The next Social Event is the Annual Salmon Supper, which will be held on

Monday, September 21. Save the date and plan to attend. Once again, I encourage those who have
attended either event on a regular basis to bring a guest (or guests), preferably a recent arrival from Ukraine
who attends worship services but is not a member of either the Parish, the Ladies Auxiliary, or the Mens Club.
Let us extend a welcoming hand!

Vacancy. The position of Vice-President remains vacant. If you are a SAMC member, please consider
serving on the Board of Directors. It is absolutely necessary that the position is filled.

Membership. Thank you to those who have renewed their membership. Membership dues ($10) should be
forwarded to Terry Kushniruk, Treasurer. If you are a male member of St. Andrew’s Parish and not a member
of SAMC, please consider becoming a member.

Further information about the SAMC can be obtained from the Parish website uocc-standrew.ca by clicking
on Organizations. Comments, questions, and membership queries can be forwarded to me at 780-434-0543
or by email at BLUEMALVA@shaw.ca.

Have an enjoyable and relaxing summer.

On behalf of the SAMC Board of Directors
Ernest N. Skakun, President

St. Andrew’s Adult Ukrainian Language Classes Return This Fall

We are pleased to announce that St. Andrew’s Adult Ukrainian Language Classes will be returning this
September.

Registration information for the Fall term will be posted on the St. Andrew’s website in mid-August. We look 
forward to welcoming both returning and new students this fall!
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Once again, we thank the St. John’s Legacy Foundation who provided funding towards
the completion of the following projects in the late summer of 2025: a) our front
sidewalks were ground and leveled to remove tripping hazards. This project was
completely funded by the St. John’s Legacy Foundation, and b) the HVAC unit which
failed some last year was replaced keeping our atrium at a comfortable temperature
year-round. This project was partially funded by the St. John’s Legacy Foundation.
Please visit the Foundation’s webpage for more information: sjlegacyfoundation.com
Thank you once again to the St. John’s Legacy Foundation!

Church Services at Ukrainian Village:  
Sunday, August 16 (Ukrainian Day). Church
services will take place at St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian
Greek Orthodox Church. (Anticipated start time is
9:30 a.m.)

https://ukrainianvillage.ca

Golden Age Club

The Golden Age Club invites all senior members and friends of the church to join in fellowship, fun, and 
activities. We celebrate the wisdom, experience, and joy of our senior community through monthly 
gatherings, shared meals, and enjoyable programs.

We meet every Tuesday between 9:30 and Noon in the church cultural hall.

For more information, please contact Eugene Luchka at 780-919-8863.
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St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor Parish 
Schedule of Services for August 2026 

 
 
August 2 Reading of the Hours and Confession at 9:30 am. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.  
  
August 5 (Wednesday) – Great Vespers with Litiya at 5:00 pm with the Rite of Confession to 

follow. 
  
August 6 (Thursday; + THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR SAVIOUR) – Reading of the Hours and 

Confession at 9:30 am. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. Blessing of the Fruits and Greens to 
follow. 

  
 August 8 (Saturday) – Great Vespers at 5:00 pm with the Rite of Confession to follow. 
  
August 9 Reading of the Hours and Confession at 9:30 am. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. 
  
August 14 (Friday) - Great Vespers with Litiya at 5:00 pm with the Rite of Confession to follow. 
  
August 15 (Saturday; + THE DORMITION OF THE HOLY THEOTOKOS) – No service at St. 

Andrew’s Sobor. Fr. Roman Shiyan serves at the parish in Sich-Kolomeia at the 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy officiated by His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion. All St. 
Andrew’s Sobor’s parishioners are encouraged to attend (if they are able to do so). 

  
August 16 No service at St. Andrew’s Sobor. Fr. Roman Shiyan serves at the St. Vladimir’s UOC 

at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village (Ukrainian Day celebration) with the Rite of 
Confession to start at 9:00 am and the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am. All St. Andrew’s 
Sobor’s parishioners are encouraged to attend (if they are able to do so). 

 
August 23 Fr. Roman Shiyan is on vacation (August 17th- 27th). Fr. Victor Lakusta and Fr. 

Protodeacon Anton Lakusta will be serving at St. Andrew’s Sobor. Reading of the Hours 
and Confession at 9:30 am. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. 

  
August 28 (Friday). Akathist to the Holy Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary at 5:00 pm. 
  
August 29 Great Vespers at 5:00 pm with the Rite of Confession to follow. 
  
August 30 Reading of the Hours and Confession at 9:30 am. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Father Roman on his cell at 780-994-8721 or email: 
fr.roman.shiyan@gmail.com
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If you have any questions, please contact Father Roman on his cell at 780-994-8721 or email: 
fr.roman.shiyan@gmail.com
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Dormition (Falling Asleep) 
of the Theotokos

The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos is one of 
the Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on 
August 15. The Feast of the Dormition, which is also 
sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the 
death, resurrection and glorification of Christ's mother. It 
proclaims that Mary has been "assumed" by God into the 
heavenly kingdom of Christ in the fullness of her spiritual 
and bodily existence.

REMEMBERING THE LIVING AND DEPARTED

During every Liturgy, the Priest says prayers for the living and
the departed. At the entrance to the church, please fill in special
“Remembrance Sheets” and submit them to the celebrant priest
or palmar so that prayers may be offered.




